Op/ed - Types of Alarms

Use the op/ed below for submission to your local newspaper. Contact your newspaper's editor to find out how much advance notice you'll need to give. Add your name as the author and send it to your local newspaper. You'll be helping residents of your community learn what they can do to make their homes safer from fire.
(Your Name, Title)

(Your Town/City) Fire Department

In recent years, much debate, and even some controversy, has ensued over the effectiveness of different types of smoke alarms. It’s important that (Your Town/City) residents fully understand what types of smoke alarms exist, how they function, and the options available for their homes and families.

Essentially, there are two different types of smoke alarms: ionization and photoelectric. An ionization alarm is typically more responsive to a flaming fire, such as a pan fire. A photoelectric alarm is typically more responsive to a smoldering fire, as might occur where a lighted cigarette is dropped on a sofa. Combination smoke alarms, which have ionization and photoelectric capabilities, are also available.
(Your Town/City) Fire Department, in accordance with the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), strongly recommends either installing combination smoke alarms, or both ionization and photoelectric alarms, in the home. 
For the best protection, smoke alarms should be interconnected, so that when one sounds, they all do. A licensed electrician can install hard-wired multiple-station alarms, or a homeowner can install wireless alarms, which manufacturers have more recently begun producing. An electrician can also replace existing hard-wired smoke alarms with wireless interconnection capabilities. Also, it’s important to remember that interconnected smoke alarms must be compatible with one another, as specified by the manufacturer. 
Combination smoke alarms (ionization and photoelectric) do not currently have wireless connection capabilities. Whatever type of smoke alarms you choose, they should carry the label of a recognized testing laboratory.
As smoke alarm usage in homes has increased over the past few decades, the number of fire deaths has steadily declined. To further smoke alarms’ life-saving impact on the public, we urge all (Your Town/City) residents to make sure they have the most effective alarm system possible, which includes ionization and photoelectric detection.

If you have questions or concerns about what type of smoke alarms are in your home, or need additional information about smoke alarm installation, please call (Your Town/City) Fire Department at (Your Phone Number), or visit NFPA’s Web site at www.nfpa.org/smokealarms  for more information.
